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1. Background.

Fermanagh District Council Fermanagh District Council wishes to establish links from its website www.fermanagh.gov.uk to other websites in certain circumstances. We provide external links to reputable sites when they add value to the information and services available on this site, and offer users further relevant information, which they may wish to explore. All links from the Fermanagh District Council site are deemed to be editorially relevant to the specific content/page they are linking from or to the Fermanagh District Council as a whole. 
2. Aim.

The aim of the Website Links Policy is to establish criteria against which to evaluate the appropriateness of existing and future links to external sites.
3. Scope.

The Policy will affect all links to external sites from www.fermanagh.gov.uk.
4. Objectives.

By working in accordance with this Policy we intend to ensure that any links from Fermanagh District Council website will be directly related to the work we do and will conform to 1 or more of the following criteria. The site should be hosted by:

· Any Government, public sector and education sector bodies

· Local registered charities or community groups within the district

· Cross border groups that are relevant to the District or Region (Northern Ireland)

· Voluntary groups or services - if they are funded by Fermanagh District Council 

· Local businesses - if they are based in the District or have relevance to the District in a regional (Northern Ireland) context

· Tourism and Accommodation sites that are based in the District or have relevance to the District in a regional (Northern Ireland) context

The Council will not support any of the following through advertising or linking:

· Political pressure groups

· International and national charities - these organizations already have significant exposure through the media and other outlets

· Sites which are for profit and are not linked substantially to the District or Region's economic benefit

· Sites which include content that could be construed as distasteful, controversial or offensive

In addition the Council will not: 

· "trade links" in order to improve other sites' search engine rankings or to send traffic to commercial sites, and we do not respond to such requests

· automatically agree to requests from other organisations or individuals to link to their website from the main Fermanagh District Council site

· normally link to sites which are not free to access

· link to external sites in return for cash, services or any other consideration in kind

The procedure for linking to our site is shown as Appendix A to this Policy.
5. Responsibilities.

The Director of Finance and IT has overall responsibility for the implementation of the Website Links Policy. Employees are expected to follow this policy and take the appropriate action to meet the aims and objectives.

7. Review.

The Website Links Policy will, under normal circumstances, be reviewed every two years. This policy will be subject to scrutiny and, from time to time, updates and re-issues will be circulated.

However, the policy will be reviewed sooner in the event of any one or more of the following:

1. Failure or weakness in the policy is highlighted.

2. Changes in legislative requirements.

3. Changes in Government/Council or other directives and requirements.

Appendix A

Fermanagh District Council
Website Links Procedure
Although we look at all sites carefully to assess the quality and reliability of content, we can take no responsibility for information contained on websites maintained by other organisations or for action taken as a result of information contained on websites maintained by other organisations. Listing should not be taken as endorsement of any kind; likewise, not linking to a particular site does not imply lack of endorsement. Whilst we try to keep these up to date we cannot guarantee that these links will work all the time, and we have no control over the availability of linked pages. 

The copyright of these websites resides with the organisations which host them. Links to external sites will be removed from the Fermanagh District Council’s website at the request of the copyright holder.

· You do need to ask permission to link directly to the home page of our site at http://www.fermanagh.gov.uk/
· If you are granted permission to our website, please make all links to the site's home page - http://www.fermanagh.gov.uk. Pages within the site may be moved or removed over time without notice, therefore it is advisable to link to the homepage, subject to permission having been granted.

· We request those linking to our website to respect the following conditions:

· Links should not be used to misrepresent our site or in a defamatory context 

· We do not 'trade' links - if you chose to create a link to our website, we will not offer to create a reciprocal link 

· Links made to Fermanagh District Council’s website should not infer any endorsement or partnership by the Council of that site and its services or products, where such an agreement is not applicable

· Fermanagh District Council retains the right to withdraw this permission if in our judgment use of such links is excessive or inappropriate.

· You must not frame the Fermanagh District Council website

Any queries on this procedure should be directed to:

IT Department, Fermanagh District Council, Townhall, Enniskillen, BT74 7BA

T: (028) 6632 5050 or (048) 6632 5050

F: (028) 6632 8153 E: it@fermanagh.gov.uk
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