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FERMANAGH DISTRICT 

COMHAIRLE
COUNCIL




CHEANTAIR FHEAR MANACH
PLANNING COMMITTEE

COISTE PLEANÁLA
Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Council Chamber, Townhall, Enniskillen, on Thursday, 17 June 2010 at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:-
Councillors Thomas O’Reilly (Chairman), Cyril Brownlee, Harold Andrews, Alex Baird, Pat Cox, Phil Flanagan, Gerry Gallagher, Stephen Huggett, Bert Johnston, Bertie Kerr, Ruth Lynch, Brian McCaffrey, Gerry McHugh, Breege McSorley, John O’Kane and Paul Robinson.  
APOLOGIES:-
Councillors Tom Elliott, Patricia Rogers, Fergus McQuillan and Bernice Swift
IN ATTENDANCE:-
Director of Environmental Health; Mr John O’Doherty, Senior Planning Officer and the Committee Clerk.

P26/10
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN    

In accordance with the decision taken at the Council meeting on Monday, 1 June 2009 and the Convention agreed at that meeting, the Director of Environmental Health asked for Sinn Fein’s nomination for the position of Chairman of the Planning Committee for the Municipal Year 2010/2011. 

Councillor Thomas O’Reilly was nominated and subsequently elected as Chairman for the Municipal Year 2010/2011.
P27/10
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 20 May 2010 were approved and signed.
P28/10
PPS21 – SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE COUNTRYSIDE

The Chairman welcomed Mr Gerry Hogg, Divisional Planning Manager to the meeting.


Mr Hogg outlined the main policy changes between draft PPS21 and the final version of the document which was issued on 1 June 2010 as follows:
1) CTY2a – New dwellings in existing clusters:

· this new policy provided for a rounding-off or consolidation of clusters of development;  
· existing clusters - at least 4 buildings, of which 3 must be dwellings, which have developed around focal points like churches/schools/shops or at crossroads;
· the site must have a suitable degree of enclosure, integration, etc and bounded on at least 2 sides with existing development.

2) CTY8 – Ribbon Development:
· ribbon development was defined as a minimum of 3 buildings, rather than 6 buildings as was the case with draft PPS21; permission would be refused for a building which created or added to a ribbon;
· an exception would be permitted for development of a small gap site within a substantial and continuously built up road frontage; latter defined as 3 or more buildings sharing road or private lane.
· ‘light industry’ referred to as the type of economic development deemed appropriate. 


3) CTY10 – Dwellings on Farms:
· this policy was revised to allow for an alternative site to be used where: a) it could be demonstrated that there were health and safety issues; or b) that an applicant had a genuine plan for business expansion.

4) CTY11 – Farm Diversification:
· evidence to be produced that the farm or forestry business was established and currently active (Business No/Farm ID)


The Committee, in discussing the policy, asked that the Department be flexible in the interpretation and application of the new rural planning policy in this area and to bear in mind that there were different land forms and needs in the West in comparison to other Divisons.  It was noted that there was still further work to be carried out on the issue of non-farming rural dwellers and a report would be brought forward at a later date.  Mr Hogg advised that there were 260 deferred applications in Fermanagh which would be reassessed under the new policy and he outlined the Action Plan to deal with these.  He asked that the Council, in making requests for further deferrals for office meetings, consider each case on its own merits as opposed to applying a blanket approach.   

The Chairman thanked Mr Hogg for attending the meeting and explaining the new rural planning policy, PPS21, and he asked that the Council’s concerns particularly with regard to the needs of our farming community and sustaining life in the countryside be taken on board.    
P29/10
APPLICATIONS TO PLANNING SERVICE

The Divisional Planning Officer submitted a list of planning applications as set out in the Schedule circulated.  Where it had been proposed to refuse planning permission, the applicants had been written to by the Chief Executive and asked for any information which would help the Committee in its representations to the Divisional Planning Officer.  Those letters which were received in response to this were read.  An analysis of the Schedule relevant to applications for single dwellings in the countryside was tabled for Members.
(a) Applications Deferred from Previous Meeting  


The Committee noted that of the thirteen applications returned after reconsideration, ten had been recommended for approval and three for refusal. 

The Committee, having further considered L/2008/0130/F and L/2009/1183/F, noted that a refusal would be issued in respect of these applications.


The Committee further considered application L/2010/0061/F and in particular the planning concerns with regard to the new entrance in respect of this sporting facility.  The Committee voiced its support for the application and there was a request for a further deferral in this case.  After discussion, it was noted with concern that a refusal would be issued in respect of the application. 

Councillor Breege McSorley asked to be recorded as dissenting with the above decision.  
(b) New Applications 

It was agreed that the following applications be deferred for a month:

· L/2008/0394 – to allow further information to be considered by Planning Service;  
· L/2009/1256/RM, L/2010/0093/F, L/2010/0177/O, L/2010/0273/F and L/2010/0297/F – to allow applicants/agents/Councillors to meet with Planning Service to further discuss.
It was agreed that office meetings, involving Councillors, be arranged in respect of applications L/2010/0272/A and L/2010/0207/F; all Councillors be informed of the latter.

Planning Service agreed to hold, for five working days, applications L/2010/0148/F to allow additional information to be submitted in this case.

P30/10
SIGNAGE BOARDS – BELLEEK ROAD, ENNISKILLEN
The Committee considered a letter from Lough Erne Golf Resort in relation to two Signage Boards which were located at the entrance to the Resort.  It was stated that these signs, an identifiable and integral part of the Resort’s branding, were necessary to identify the facility and in particular for tourists visiting the area. 
The Committee highlighted the importance of this major tourist facility in Fermanagh having adequate signage to inform visitors of its location.  It was noted that the above was the subject of an enforcement case.    
P31/10
SYMPOSIUM: ‘PLANNING FOR PLACES’ – NAVAN CENTRE, ARMAGH

The Committee considered attendance at the above which would take place on Tuesday, 7 September 2010; this event had previously been scheduled to be held in April but did not take place.  There was no fee involved.

RECOMMENDED:-  That approval be given to the attendance of Councillor Alex Baird and Director of Environmental Health at the above. 

RISING:-  The Committee rose at 9.55 pm.


All the Members named were present at the commencement of the meeting except Councillors Phil Flanagan and Gerry McHugh who arrived at 7.35 pm and Councillor Ruth Lynch who arrived at 7.40 pm.  

All the Members named were present at the end of the meeting except Councillor Pat Cox and Paul Robinson who left at 9.10 pm, Councillor Gerry McHugh who left at 

9.15 pm and Councillor Bert Johnston who left at 9.50 pm.  
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