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COMHAIRLE

DISTRICT COUNCIL



CHEANTAIR FHEAR MANACH

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

COISTE FORBARTHA

Minutes of the meeting of the Development Committee held in the Council Chamber, Townhall, Enniskillen on Monday, 14 June 2010 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT:
Councillors Bernice Swift (Chairman), Harold Andrews, Alex Baird, Frank Britton, Cyril Brownlee, Pat Cox, Phil Flanagan, Gerry Gallagher, Stephen Huggett, Robert Irvine, Bert Johnston, Brian McCaffrey, Gerry McHugh, Fergus McQuillan, Breege McSorley, John O’Kane, Thomas O’Reilly, Paul Robinson and Patricia.
APOLOGIES:
Councillors Tom Elliott, Bertie Kerr and Ruth Lynch.
IN ATTENDANCE:
Chief Executive and Committee Clerk.

D62/10

MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 17 May 2010 were approved and signed.
D63/10
MATTERS ARISING
D51/10 – D48/10 Flooding Taskforce

The Chief Executive provided an update on the Fermanagh Flooding Taskforce.  A press release had been issued on Thursday, 3 June 2010, stating that the Taskforce had met and agreed a series of recommendations aimed at mitigating the potential impact of future flooding.  The recommendations would be brought to a future meeting of the Executive and the report would not be published until it had been agreed by the Executive.  Members raised concerns that Fermanagh District Council had not been considered or had input to the recommendations going forward for consideration by the Executive.
RECOMMENDED: That the Chief Executive seek a date for a delegation of Fermanagh Councillors to meet with representatives of the Flooding Taskforce regarding the content of the draft report.

D52/10 Quinn Insurance

The Chief Executive gave an update on the current position of Quinn Insurance.  It was indicated that a Merchant Bank had been appointed to manage the sale of Quinn Insurance.  It was not known how long the process would take and approximately 50 different parties had expressed an interest at this point in buying the company.

In relation to the employment situation, sufficient numbers had responded to the call for voluntary led compulsory redundancy and it was hoped there would be no need for compulsory redundancies.  The 90 day consultation period was due to end on Monday, 2 August 2010, and redundancy clinics were to be held in the last week in July.  The Department for Employment and Learning was co-ordinating the agencies taking part in the clinics to ensure that all necessary support and advice was available to those leaving the company.
D54/10 Enniskillen Town Traders
The Chief Executive referred to the Special meeting held prior to the Development Committee meeting.  The Committee welcomed the establishment of the Enniskillen Town Traders group but felt that they needed guidance in relation to the roles and responsibilities of the various statutory agencies.  

D55/10 WESTERN HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE TRUST

At the request of a Member, the Chief Executive agreed to contact the Western Health and Social Care Trust to establish if the ‘4 hour’ waiting time target was being met in the Accident & Emergency Department of the Erne Hospital.
RECOMMENDED: Accordingly.
D57/10 Local Enterprise Agencies Network – Stakeholder Conference 


The Chief Executive informed the Committee that Fermanagh Enterprise Ltd had not been represented at the above Conference.  
RECOMMENDED: That Fermanagh Enterprise Ltd be invited to attend the July Development Committee meeting to discuss the new strategy for Enterprise Agencies.

D64/10
LIAISON SUB COMMITTEE – ROADS

The Committee noted the report of the Liaison Sub Committee – Roads meeting held on Monday, 24 May 2010. 

It was agreed that the Chief Executive contact Roads Service regarding outstanding issues.
D65/10
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT


St Angelo Airport

The Chief Executive informed the Committee that in November 2007, Fermanagh District Council, in partnership with ICBAN and the other ‘ICBAN’ Councils, had applied for funding to the Interreg IVa programme to develop additional workspace at St Angelo Airport.  The project involved the development of 37,000 sq ft of workspace to accommodate a fixed wing maintenance company.  ICBAN had informed the Council that funding of £1,476,332 had been awarded and it was expected that a Letter of Offer would be issued in the next few weeks.
Before the project commenced a number of administrative tasks had to be completed, and these would be progressed over the summer.
It was reported that the project would be part financed by the European Union’s European Regional Development Fund through the Interreg IVA cross border programme, managed by the SEUPB, with contributions from the relevant national governments.  Accordingly, the Council would be required to adhere to all EC regulations including the De Minimis State Aid regulation which dictated that assistance from the public sector towards trading conditions would be strictly controlled and fall within the agreed limits.  The current De Minimis State Aid regulation allowed for aid up to €200,000 to a single recipient over a rolling three fiscal year period.  The Chief Executive informed the Committee that the project involved state aid between the Council and Enniskillen Airport Company Ltd but the amount involved was deminimus.
D66/10
NILGA
The Chairman welcomed Ms Nora Winder, Acting Chief Executive and Director of Policy and Strategy and Ms Tara Cunningham, Director of Communication and Engagement, NILGA to the meeting.  An apology was given on behalf of Councillor Sean McPeake, Vice President, who was unable to attend the meeting.
Ms Winder gave a presentation addressing the following issues: 

· NILGA’s objectives and staff structure
· An overview of NILGA’s work

· The themes of the Strategic Plan

· An update on RPA and the next steps

· Key issues and challenges

· Priorities for the current year

Members raised a number of questions in relation to the current reform of the common agricultural policy, severance schemes, the cost of local government reform and rates convergence issues.
The Chairman thanked Ms Winder and Ms Cunningham for the presentation and they left the meeting.

D67/10
LIAISON – PUBLIC SERVICES


Quarry Products Association

The Chief Executive informed the Committee that the Quarry Products Association had recently completed a series of eight local member forums across Northern Ireland.  The forums had provided an opportunity to improve networking and communication between the quarry products industry and local political representatives.  The Quarry Products Association had requested the opportunity to attend a future Development Committee meeting.

RECOMMENDED: That the Quarry Products Association be invited to attend the October Development Committee meeting.

D68/10
Baglady’s Kids Pledge
The Committee considered attendance at the above event to be held on Monday, 21 June 2010 in the Long Gallery, Stormont, Belfast.  The event was free and travel would cost approximately £100.
RECOMMENDED: That the Committee note the details of the above event.

D69/10
Professional Development Conference
The Committee considered attendance at the above conference to be held from Friday, 2 to Sunday, 4 July 2010 in the Holyrood Hotel, Bundoran, Co Donegal.  The conference, if staying at the hotel, would cost approximately €300 and £35.  The conference, if travelling each day, would cost approximately €195 and £105.
RECOMMENDED: That the Committee note the details of the above event.

D70/10
Enniskillen Cúchulainns
The Chief Executive informed the Committee that the Council had been asked to consider a Civic Reception for Enniskillen Cúchulainns.
RECOMMENDED: That a Civic Reception be provided for approximately 40 people on either Monday, 5 or Thursday, 8 July 2010.
D71/10
Land at Drumkeen, Ederney
The Chief Executive informed the Committee that in February 2010, proposals regarding the land at Drumkeen, Ederney had been brought to the P&R Committee where the Committee approved, among other things, the relinquishment of Council land by way of long term lease to Ederney Gaelic Football Club and the transfer of the freehold of the remaining portion of land, currently subject to a lease between the Council and the Trust, to the Council.  It was now proposed that a new long term lease would be offered to the Council rather than the freehold and this was acceptable to the District Valuer.
RECOMMENDED: Accordingly.
D72/10
Coach Parking and Access, Enniskillen
The Chief Executive tabled a letter from the Roads Service regarding the issue of Coach Parking and Access in Enniskillen.  Roads Service had suggested that a joint meeting be arranged for all interested stakeholders.

RECOMMENDED: That Councillors Alex Baird, Gerry McHugh, Thomas O’Reilly, Paul Robinson and Patricia Rogers would represent the Council at the meeting.

D73/10
UNISON

The Committee noted correspondence from UNISON and were reminded that UNISON representatives who were due to attend the March P&R Committee meeting had postponed.  It was agreed that UNISON representatives be invited to attend the June P&R Committee meeting.

RECOMMENDED: Accordingly.

RISING:
The Committee rose at 9.30pm.


All Members named were present for the commencement of the meeting except Councillors Gerry McHugh who arrived at 8.00pm and Phil Flanagan at 8.15pm.

All Members named were present for the duration of the meeting except Councillors Bert Johnston who left at 8.20pm, Frank Britton at 8.40pm and Gerry Gallagher at 9.05pm.
